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This article explores the concept of universal music the cosmic resonance ~ Cosmic resonance,
underpinning existence through Asia-Pacific mythologies and contemporary asia-pacific )
philosophical discourse. It investigates how traditional cosmologies, from the mythology, acoustic
Om vibration in Hindu thought to Polynesian chants and Aboriginal ecology, symphonic
Dreamtime songs, articulate sound as a primordial creative force and the = Worldview
fundamental principle of interconnection. By tracing these mythic
soundscapes, this study reveals the early epistemologies of systems thinking
and ecological interdependence encoded in the sonic metaphors.
Furthermore, it examines the role of mythic sound in shaping cultural
identity and collective ethics, highlighting how ritual practices and modern @ ®
reinterpretations sustain cultural continuity in the context of globalisation.

This article argues for a symphonic worldview that integrates ancient wisdom

with contemporary science quantum vibration, acoustic ecology, and sound  ©2025 The Author(s).
healing to foster relational modes of being and governance grounded in  Published by Penerbitan
resonance rather than in domination. This synthesis offers practical insights =~ LPZMPP  Institut  Seni
for sustainable development and environmental stewardship by emphasising ~ ndonesia Bali. This is an
listening as an ethical practice. Ultimately, the mythic songs of the Asia- opgn-acgﬁss cc B$rt1zlg
Pacific underscore the imperative for humanity to cultivate a new auditory E‘zeﬁge € ' )
consciousness one attuned to the rhythms of the earth, community, and ’

cosmos to address the pressing ecological crises of the contemporary world.

OPEN ACCESS

Introduction

In an era marked by ecological degradation, rapid technological acceleration, and
global sociocultural fragmentation, the search for equilibrium between the spiritual
and material has become an urgent philosophical and ethical concern [1]. Across
disciplines, scholars have begun to revisit traditional epistemologies to uncover modes
of relational thinking that transcend the binaries of nature and culture, and self and
cosmos. Within this intellectual resurgence, the concept of universal music the
vibration or resonance that unites all forms of existence emerges as a compelling
metaphor and metaphysical principle that can reframe our understanding of
interconnectedness and sustainability.

From an Asia-Pacific perspective, mythological traditions have long expressed the
universe as a field of dynamic resonance, where creation is conceived through sound,
rhythm, and vibration [2]. In these cosmologies, sound is not merely aesthetic but
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ontological; it constitutes the fabric of being and mediates relationships between
humans, the environment, and the divine. Interpreting such mythic narratives through
contemporary philosophical and ecological frameworks allows for a renewed dialogue
between ancient wisdom and modern science, offering pathways to balance and
planetary renewal [3].

The purpose of this section is to articulate the philosophical premise that cosmic
resonance is not a symbolic abstraction but a living principle embedded in Asia-Pacific
mythologies and echoed in contemporary, transdisciplinary thought. By engaging with
these traditions, this study proposes that ancient cosmologies provide not only cultural
insights but also epistemological resources for reimagining humanity’s place within the
greater resonance of existence.

Delving Into Asia-Pacific Mythology: Tracing The Roots of Cosmic Sound

The mythological landscapes of the Asia-Pacific region are rich in narratives in which
sound functions as the primordial source of creation. From the reverberating Om of
Hindu cosmology, which signifies the vibrational essence of the universe [4], to
Polynesian chants of origin that speak the world into being [5], and Aboriginal
Dreamtime songs that map land, spirit, and identity through sonic expression [6], these
traditions articulate sound as metaphysical and generative. In each case, creation is
not a singular divine act but an ongoing resonance, suggesting that the cosmos is
structured as a living and vibrational continuum.

The interconnection between the cosmos and the earth a central motif in Asia-Pacific
mythic thought reveals a worldview whichere all beings are participants in a resonant
field. In Polynesian cosmology, for instance, the chant (karakia or oli) is not a mere
recitation but an act that maintains the rhythm of life and ensures an ecological balance
[7]. Similarly, in Aboriginal Australian traditions, songlines embody sacred cartography
through which ancestors, humans, and environments are intertwined by shared
vibrations [8]. These narratives offer profound insights into relational ontology, the
understanding that existence is co-constituted through reciprocal resonance among
humans, nonhumans and the cosmos [9].

From a philosophical perspective, such mythic imaginaries reveal an early form of
systems thinking that anticipates the contemporary ecological and quantum paradigms.
The notion that sound, rhythm, and vibration are foundational to reality aligns with
modern theories of matter and energy as frequency patterns [10] [11]. Thus, the Asia-
Pacific mythological imagination can be understood as a proto-ecological philosophy
that expresses an intuitive grasp of interdependence and dynamic equilibrium long
before these concepts entered the Western scientific discourse. In this sense, cosmic
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sound is both a metaphor and a metaphysical principle that bridges ancient cosmology
and contemporary thought on sustainability and relationality.

Mythology and Cultural Identity: Resonance as A Social and Ethical
Principle

The role of mythic soundscapes in shaping cultural identity and collective consciousness
is profound and multifaceted. Across the Asia-Pacific, ritual chanting, drumming, and
vocal traditions serve as more than artistic expressions; they are living conduits for
communal memory and social cohesion [12]. These sonic practices establish shared
rhythms that structure temporal experiences and embed moral frameworks into
cultural life. Contemporary art forms and environmental activism in the region
increasingly draw upon these inherited resonances, using sound to articulate place-
based identities and advocate for ecological justice. Through this continuity, sound
functions as a normative force, transforming mythic narratives into ethical imperatives
that guide communal behaviour and responsibility toward the environment.

In the context of cultural continuity and transformation, Asia-Pacific societies negotiate
the dynamic interplay between ancient mythic resonance and the pressures of
globalisation, modernisation and diasporic movements [13, 14]. Indigenous and local
communities reinterpret their sonic heritage by adapting traditional chants and rhythms
to contemporary contexts, from digital media to global-performance circuits. This
rearticulation fosters cultural resilience and revitalisation, allowing heritage to remain
relevant while confronting the challenges of identity loss and cultural homogenisation
[15]. Thus, mythic sound remains a vital medium for articulating belonging and
sustaining cultural memories amid rapid social change.

Philosophically, the ethical dimension of resonance invites reflection on how sonic
harmony parallels social harmony, emphasising the values of empathy, balance, and
interbeing. Drawing on the concept of ubuntu in African philosophy and relational
ontologies in Indigenous epistemologies, scholars have argued that communal well-
being arises from reciprocal attunement akin to musical consonance [16, 17]. The
metaphor of sound as an ethical principle underscores the importance of listening, not
only as auditory reception but also as active engagement with others and the
environment. This ethic of resonance fosters a relational morality that privileges
coexistence and mutual respect over domination and exploitation [18, 19]. Hence, the
mythic soundscape transcends cultural specificity to inform universal ideals of social
and ecological justice.
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Conclusion

This study underscores the imperative of reconnecting traditional cosmologies with
contemporary scientific paradigms, notably quantum physics, sound healing, and
acoustic ecology, to articulate a holistic symphonic worldview [10, 20, 21]. This
worldview recognises vibration and resonance as fundamental ontological principles,
bridging ancient mythic understandings with cutting-edge scientific insights into the
material and immaterial fabric of reality. By synthesising these perspectives, the notion
of cosmic sound transcends metaphor, becoming a framework through which we can
rethink human-nature relations and our place in the biosphere.

The practical implications of this perspective are significant. Embracing a world
conceived as vibrational invites innovations in artistic expression, governance, and
sustainability initiatives rooted in the ethics of resonance rather than hierarchical
dominance [22, 23]. Such a shift foregrounds relationality, mutual attunement, and
dynamic balance, fostering adaptable, inclusive, and regenerative social and ecological
systems. The incorporation of sound-based practices, such as rituals, communal music-
making, and soundscapes, into environmental stewardship exemplifies how mythic
knowledge and contemporary science can coalesce to inspire transformative actions
[24].

Ultimately, the mythic songs of the Asia-Pacific serve as a vital reminder that planetary
healing demands more than technological solutions; it requires a profound reorientation
toward listening attentively and respectfully to the earth, to each other, and to the
cosmic symphony that sustains life. This renewed auditory ethics is foundational for
cultivating a symphonic consciousness that embraces complexity, honours
interconnectedness, and nurtures the flourishing of all beings.
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